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14Then the LORD said to Moses, “Pharaoh’s heart is unyielding. He refuses to let the people go. 15Go to Pharaoh in the morning. When he goes out by the water, stand on the bank of the Nile to meet him. Take in your hand the staff that was turned into a snake. 
16“You are to tell him: ‘The LORD, the God of the Hebrews, has sent me to you. He says, “Let my people go so that they may serve me in the wilderness.” But look, until now you have not listened. 17So this is what the LORD says: “In this way, you will know that I am the LORD.” Look! With the staff that is in my hand, I will strike the water in the Nile, and it will be turned to blood. 18The fish that are in the Nile will die, and the Nile will stink. The Egyptians will not be able to drink water from the Nile.’” 
19The LORD said to Moses, “Tell Aaron, ‘Take your staff, and stretch out your hand over the waters of Egypt—over its rivers, its streams, its ponds, and all the reservoirs—and they will become blood. There will be blood in the entire land of Egypt, even in containers made of wood and stone.’” 
20Moses and Aaron did just as the LORD had commanded. In the sight of Pharaoh and his officials, Aaron lifted up the staff and struck the water that was in the Nile. All the water in the Nile was turned to blood. 21The fish that were in the river died, and the river smelled so bad that the Egyptians were not able to drink water from the Nile. There was blood in the entire land of Egypt. 22But the magicians of Egypt did the same thing by their occult practices. So Pharaoh’s heart was hard, and he did not listen to them, just as the LORD had told them. 23Pharaoh turned and went to his palace. He did not take to heart even this. 24All the Egyptians dug around the Nile for water to drink, because they were not able to drink the water from the Nile.   (EHV)

Theme:  You will know the Lord
1.  By his works of power
2.  By his works of love

The Nile River is the longest river in the world.  It’s 230 miles longer than the Mississippi, which is the fourth longest river in the world.  Overall the Mississippi is wider, but near the Great Pyramids it is about as wide as the Mississippi is in downtown St. Louis—about 1800 feet wide, or about a 1/3 of a mile.  The Nile is a relatively shallow, not nearly as deep as the Mississippi, which discharges far more water than the Nile.  The Nile might not be as mighty as the Mississippi, but it was far more important, and still is, to the lives of the Egyptians than the Mississippi was to Americans.  

The Nile flows north through what is part of the Sahara desert; without the waters of the Nile the land would be inhabitable—the entire civilization is only possible because of the Nile River.  Because the Nile was so important to the daily lives of the Egyptians they turned it into a god.  The religion of the Egyptians is complex; it was a polytheistic religion that had many moving and overlapping parts.  There were a number of gods who were connected to the Nile River.  
It was believed that the Nile the bloodstream of god Osiris.  Khnum was known as the guardian of the Nile.  And Hapi was worshiped as the Spirit of the Nile who controlled the flooding of the Nile.  Then there is Ma'at, which you can say is the main god of the Egyptians.  This goddess, however, wasn’t a concrete being, rather she represented an abstract concept; she was "truth" or "order."  That is what the Egyptians loved, order.  They loved how everything on the earth had a particular order to things.  Every year around the same time the Nile would flood and bring about a great opportunity for irrigation.  The Egyptians made all sorts of canals, reservoirs, and irrigation ditches to harness all the water from the Nile’s flood stage which happened around the same time each year—year in and year out.  The Nile was the lifeline of the Egyptians, and it was orderly; and so they connected many gods to the Nile.    
It is possible that each of the 10 plagues was at least somewhat aimed at a particular false god honored by the Egyptians.  Obviously, all 10 of them interrupted the regular order of things that was so treasured by the Egyptians.  And it doesn’t surprise us to see that the first plague God sent upon Egypt attacked the Nile River.  It was the lifeline for the people of Egypt but when it was turned to blood it became nothing but a river of death.  
One of the reasons for the plagues was so that the people would know who is the only true God.  the Lord had Moses say to Pharaoh, In this way, you will know that I am the Lord.  By sending these 10 horrible plagues the Lord was showing the people—both Israelites and Egyptians, that he was in control of his creation—he can bring the seasons or withhold them, he can bless and he can cause calamities, he can give us wealth and abundance or take it all away.  And as the one who is in control of all things, he alone is the only true God.  All those other false gods honored and worshiped by the Egyptians did not exist—they were figments of the imagination; but the Lord alone is God—for he alone has the power to send those 10 plagues.
Before this plague God gave Moses and Aaron the ability to turn Aaron’s staff into a snake in order to convince Pharaoh that they were sent by that Lord.  But the magicians or sorcerers of Egypt were able to do the same thing with their staffs by the power of the devil.  But the snake of Aaron’s staff swallowed up the snakes of the magician’s staffs, indicating that the Lord is more powerful than all.  
And Pharaoh’s magicians were also able to at least to some extent duplicate this first plague. It seems as if the devil somehow gave them the ability to so, drawing on some occult practices.  And so Pharaoh hardened his heart, that is, he refused to believe the Lord—he had witnessed his power, he had seen the evidence, but he stubbornly rejected the truth that was right there in front of him.  
We may not see such miraculous displays of the Lord’s power in our lives, and yet we do see evidences of the Lord’s protecting and providing hand again and again.  And more importantly, we have the promises found in God’s Word to always provide for us, to guard and protect us from all harm and danger, and to make everything work out for the benefit of those who love him.
But we often harden our hearts, don’t we?  Maybe not hardening our hearts completely to the Lord, but we might harden our hearts to certain portions of his Word—his power and promises to protect and provide for us.  We look at the outward evidence, not brought about by sorcerers and their occult practices, but by everyday happenings in this sin-filled world.  We lose a job, we have health problems, a loved one dies, we face hard financial times, we look at the wicked world around us—and any number of other problems we so often deal with.  And you begin to doubt God’s Word, you doubt his promises to protect and provide for you.  You wonder why he allows you to suffer this way if he can do all things and is able to make everything turn out for your good.  And at times, if we let it fester or ignore it, our doubts lead us to harden our hearts to portions of God’s Word, or against him completely.
But when we see the 10 plagues and other works of God’s power, then we know that we have no reason to doubt the Lord.  For is the only true God who has power over all things, and he can work all things for our good.  

Our Gospel for today records Jesus’ first miracle, which took place at a wedding in Cana.   There Jesus took some water and changed it into a red liquid—not blood this time, but wine.  What was the purpose of this miracle?  First, let’s define what a miracle actually is: a miracle is something that happens outside the laws of nature.  It is not something amazing or spectacular—  Many people might call child birth a miracle, but as amazing and spectacular as child birth is, it follows the laws of nature that God put in place, so it is not a miracle.  A miracle, again is something that is done outside the laws of nature; a miracle, then by definition, is something that only God can do.  So what was the purpose of the first miracle that Jesus did in Cana?  Not simply to provide some wine to the bride and groom when they had run out, but more importantly to show his disciples that he truly was God.  God said that the plagues would show Pharaoh that he was the Lord, and the miracles served the same perhaps—to show others that he was the Lord.  Verse 11 of our gospel says about Jesus, He revealed his glory, and his disciples believed in him.
Only the Lord could do such things, only the Lord could change water into wine.  Therefore, each and every miracle that Jesus did was an indication of his divine nature—even though he appeared to only be a man, he was also true God.  At the end of his ministry, on Maundy Thursday, Jesus said to his disciples, Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves.  Jesus’ miracles prove that he truly is God, the same God who turned the waters of the Nile into blood.
But at times, miracles can be emphasized too much—this is done when all the attention is given to the act and not the words that went along with it.  Once the Pharisees and Sadducees asked Jesus to perform a miracle for them—simply wanting to see him to do something that normal people couldn’t—while at the same time rejecting him as the Lord and Savior.  Jesus responded, An evil and adulterous generation seeks a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign of Jonah.  Just as Jonah was three days in the belly of the fish, so Jesus was three days in the tomb before he rose from the dead.  They wanted a miracle, Jesus said he would  rise from the dead!  
But there again we see that even that miracle is not enough if you harden your heart to God’s Word.  In the story of the Rich Man and Poor Lazarus, the Rich Man, suffering in hell, begged Abraham to send Lazarus back from the dead to warn the Rich Man’s brothers about the pain of hell.  But Abraham replied, If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.  As we saw with Pharaoh, it didn’t matter what miraculous signs were done, even if someone rose from the dead, if a person hardens his heart against God’s Word, they still won’t believe.  
Case in point is the Jewish leaders after Jesus’ resurrection.  When Jesus did rise from the dead and the Roman Soldiers gave a report to the Jewish leaders about what happened, they paid them off and made up a story.  Even though they were told what happened, they refused to believe it.  They had hardened their hearts to God’s Word and rejected the evidence of the greatest miracle of all—Jesus’ resurrection from the dead.
God used the plagues to make the lives of the people of Egypt, including Pharaoh, so miserable that they would be convinced to let their millions of slaves simply walk out of their country.  Through those miracles his saved his people from slavery.
It is Christ’s ultimate miracle that saved us from slavery to sin.  Being slaves to sin is something we are all born with, for we are all born with a sinful nature that is hostile to God and is unable to obey him even if it wanted to, but it doesn’t.  We can do nothing but sin by nature; and so we deserve God’s wrath and punishment.
But that is why Jesus came down to earth, and by a miracle, was conceived and born of a Virgin.  It is why he went to the cross so suffer and pay for all our sins, shedding his blood to cover over all our offenses.  It is why he performed his greatest miracle in rising from the dead.  It is by this miracle that we are assured that God accepted his payment for our sins, it is by this miracle that we are assured and guaranteed of an eternal life in heaven, for Christ has defeated death and has given us that victory!  As Paul says in Romans 4, He was handed over to death because of our trespasses and was raised to life because of our justification.
Yes, this was a miracle of Christ’s divine power, but is was also a miracle of his love.  We don’t deserve any of this, and yet Christ fully and completely redeemed us, giving us our salvation by a gift of his grace.  By this one great miracle Jesus proved himself to be our loving God and Savior.

By a display of power at the banks of the Nile River, and nine subsequent displays, the people knew the Lord—that he is the only true God—over and against all the false gods of the Egyptians.  Jesus’ miracles show us the same thing—that he truly is the Lord, the only true God who saved us from all our sins, including the many times we make the things of this world into our own personal gods.  Both his works of power and his works of love show us who is truly is and when we examine all that he has done to save us, then we know the Lord—we know him as our God and as our Savior.  Amen.  
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